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CURRENT CONTENT

ABOUT TJAPUKAI / HISTORY AND CULTURE OVERVIEW

Tjapukai was founded in Kuranda in 1987 by international theatre artists Don and Judy Freeman, David 
Hudson, a Ewamian man who was brought up among the Djabugay people, and his wife Cindy. They 
combined their performance expertise with the cultural knowledge of six Djabugay men - Willie Brim, Alby 
Baird, Wayne Nicols, Irwin Riley, Neville Hobbler and Dion Riley - to create a one-hour play incorporating 
the dance-rich culture of the Djabugay people who had lived in the rainforest around Kuranda for tens of 
thousands of years.

PROPOSED CONTENT

ABOUT TJAPUKAI / HISTORY AND CULTURE OVERVIEW

Tjapukai was founded in Kuranda in 1987 by international theatre artists Don and Judy Freeman, David 
Hudson, a Ewamian man who was brought up among the Djabugay people, and his wife Cindy. They 
combined their performance expertise with the cultural knowledge of Bama men - Willie Brim, Alby Baird, 
Wayne Nicols, Irwin Riley, Neville Hobbler and Dion Riley - to create a one-hour play incorporating the 
dance-rich culture of the Djabugay people who had lived in the rainforest around Kuranda for tens of 
thousands of years.
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