
80 years on...  
Opening the Tindale Collection on Rainforest Aboriginal Tribal Languages 

Q 994.0049915 tin Tindale, N. B. (1974)  
Aboriginal tribes of Australia: their terrain, 
environmental controls, distribution, limits and 
proper names.  
Australian National University Press: Canberra. 
 
In eastern Australia at least nine tribes spread over 
500 miles (800 km.) use the term ['koa] for west. They 
include the Wikmunkan, Kokokulunggur, 
Kokobujundji, Buluwai, Idindji, Tjapukai, Djankun, 
Warakamai, and Warungu. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP: Bama Bulmba 
Aboriginal Rainforest Homelands 
Cairns Region, QLD 
Tim Bottoms 2018  

 Bottoms  Tindale 
Tindale 
Index 

 Djabuganydji  Tjaapukai  2 

 Buluwanydji  Buluwai 4 

 Yirrgandydji  Irukandji, Yirgay, *Ngalia 111 

 Gunggandydji  Kongkandji  13 

 Yidinydji  Idindji  8 

 Madjanydji  Wanjuru 33 

 Ngadjanydji  Ngatjan  1 

 Mbararam  Ba:baram 5 

 Muluridji  Muluritji  3 

 Kuku Yalanji  Kokojelandji  6 

 Koko Kulungur 16 

SAMPLE Tindale Vocabularies 81 and 82 
http://www.anu.edu.au/linguistics/nash/aust/nbt/vocab81.html  

LANGUAGE GROUPING STUDY 1:  
Parallel Vocabularies of Bama Bulmba  

SOURCE: http://www.anu.edu.au/linguistics/nash/aust/nbt/    SOURCE: MAP RIGHT  

CONTACT: 

Desmond Crump 
Indigenous Languages Researcher, Queensland Memory 
State Library of Queensland Indigenous Languages webpages 
 http://blogs.slq.qld.gov.au/ilq/2014/07/17/tindale-and-indigenous-languages/  
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BOOK 
Tasmanoid tribes in North Queensland : results of the 
Harvard-Adelaide Universities Anthropological Expedition, 
1938-1939 / by Norman B. Tindale and Joseph B. Birdsell. 
Norman B. Tindale (Norman Barnett), 1900-1993 ; J. B 
Birdsell (Joseph Benjamin), 1908-1994 ; Harvard University. 
Department of Anthropology ; University of Adelaide. Board 
for Anthropological Research ; Harvard-Adelaide Universities 
Anthropological Expedition (1938-1939) ; Adelaide : South 
Australian Museum ; 1941 
 
Theory that the following tribes represent Tasmanoid 
remnant;     
Ngatjan, Mamu, Wanjuru, Tjapukai, Barbaram, Idindji, 
Kongkandji, Buluwai, Djiru, Djirubal, Gulngai, Keramai;  
mixed tribes include; Bandjin, Newegi, Agwamin, Wakaman, 
Muluridji, Djankun, Irukandji... 
South Australian Museum -- Records Vol. 7, no.1 (1941) 

 Tindale 
Tindale 
Index 

 Mamu 9 

 Wanjuru 33 

 Djiru, Djaru 138 

 Djirubal 7 

 Gulngai, Kulngai 24 

 Keramai 23 

LANGUAGE GROUPING STUDY 2:  
Parallel Vocabularies of Tasmanoid remnant 
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