Prior to Tindale’s expedition, a list of residents of Mona Mona was
collected and now stored at the Queensland State Archives. The
document is dated March 2, 1937.

Of the residents at that time, only 65 people had been born on
country, ie. pre 1913 when the mission opened.

Of those, 34 people had come to the mission at children 1 — 15 years,
either with their families or as orphans.

Another 21 people of those born on country had come to the mission
as adults, ie. 16 — 40 years.

The Elders numbered only 10, those who had already lived most of
their lives on country and came to the mission as 40+ year olds. This
group includes surviving Elders of unspecified ages.

Of the 10 Aboriginal people who were born, raised and lived on
country only 2 were men.

One of the men was Buluwai Ancestral Patriarch Tji:auwin ‘Toby Brim’
and his wife Annie is counted as one of the 8 women survivors of the
Frontier Wars Era who made it safely to Mona Mona Mission.

Mona Mona 1937

This report gives a list of residents of Mona Mona in 1937,
It is taken from Bundle A/58861 at the Queensland State
Archives and the specific report is titled

A Visit of Inspection to Palm Island, Yarrabah and Mona Mona
Aboriginal Settlements by Sir Raphael Cilento and dated
February to March 1937. This report is on open access.

The table of names from which this document was produced is
dated March 2, 1937

BELOW AND RIGHT: MONAMONA - ABORIGINAL STATION Norman B. Tindale (SA Museum)
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Norman Tindale visited Mona Mona Mission on the Harvard-Adelaide Universities’
Anthropological Expedition of 1938-39. Aside from the huge collection of photographs,
video, genealogies, drawings, artefacts, language, physical records including hair DNA,
Tindale also recorded a snapshot of facts and figures about the Aboriginal people at the
missions he visited, and the various conditions under which they lived.
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260 with very little variation and few nomads.

Tjapukai, Muluritji, Idindji, Buluwandji, and
Koko-jelandiji. Also a few Djirubal, Babarum,

Ngatjan, Djankun (koko-mutju), Koko-njunkulu
(Tjumbundii), Koko-bididji, Koko-bujundiji, Koko-
imudji, Koko-mini, Koko-wara, Koko-patun,
Wakaman, Jangga, Kutjal, Dagalang, Arap (Walngam)
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Honouring our neighbouring tribes, clans and families: Djabugay (north), Yirrgay (east), Muluridji (west),
Ngatjan (south west) and Yidindji (south east) with whom we share Dreamtime stories
of creator god Bulurru, ancestral lore, kinship and landscape boundaries.

We wish to advise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander visitors that this website and links may contain images and voices
of people who are deceased. Buluwai Indigenous Corporation (BIC) respectfully acknowledges the First Peoples’ and

Custodians of the lands, waters and seas on which we work and live. We honour our Elders, past, present and emerging.
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