
1995 Quinn’s work “Djabugay
Ngirrma” was funded through
“Djabugay Corporations”,
but is actually a composite
of Yalanji, Buluwai, Tjapukai

and Yidinji words, as
collected from multiple tribal
language speakers living in

Kuranda at the time.

Linguist Era

Modern Era

2012 Yirrganydji Gurabana
Native Title

Mona Mona Mission Years
(1913-1962), survivors from
Kuku Yalanji, Djabugay,

Muluridgi, Buluwai, Yirrgay,
Gunggay, Yidindji, Ngadjan,
Mbabaram, Djirubal, Ewamin

and Wakaman tribes

Yirrgay traditional tribal people
speak Yirrgay language

2004 Djabugay Barron
Gorge Native Title - Mona
Mona Descendant’s
tribes are represented

2010 Buluwai Davies Creek
Native Title Appeal

1996 AIATSIS Map
responsible for many
misunderstandings, eg:

“3 Tribe Alliance”
Yalanji, Djabugay, Yidinji

“Language Group” <> “Tribe”

2006 Buluwai Pty Ltd

2004 Yirrganydji Gurabana
Aboriginal Corporation

1992 Djabugay
Corporations

Pre-sovereignty 1876
Prior to European contact

Anthropologist Era
Tribal boundary maps

Tribal languages recorded

2018 Buluwai
Indigenous Corporation

1970Conversion of Tribes to
Language Groups: In FNQ
Kenneth Hale reduced 8

Tribes to 3 Language Groups

1974 Tindale returned to
FNQ, to produce a detailed

tribal boundary map

Buluwai traditional tribal people
speak Buluwai language

Tjapukai traditional tribal
people speak Tjapukai
(Djabugay) language

Far North Queensland Traditional Tribal Estates
Bama, Short-statured Rainforest & Saltwater Aboriginal Peoples

2003 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act

“Native title rights and interests: Based on traditional laws and customs:
exercised in accordance with traditional laws and customs.”

1992 Mabo Case, for Aboriginal Land Rights
1991 song “Treaty” released by Yothu Yindi

1993 Native Title Act

1987 Tjapukai Dance Theatre
Performers from tribes: Ewamian, Buluwai, Djabugay, Yalanji, TSI

Indigenous “Language Rights” based on linguist’s research?

2016 Cairns Regional Claim Group Native Title

BuluwaiYirrgayTjapukai Yidinji Gunggay Yalanji MuluridjiNgatjan

1939 MCCONNELL

1910 ROTH

“TINDALE
TRIBES”

DREAMTIME

BuluwaiYirrgayTjapukai Yidinji Gunggay Yalanji MuluridjiNgatjan“TRIBES”

1938 TINDALE

1974 TINDALE

1977 DIXON

1970 HALE
(Base map for AIATSIS)

1995 QUINN

2015 MCCAUL

2013 BAUMAN

BuluwaiYirrgayDjabugay Yidinji Gunggay Yalanji MuluridjiNgatjan“TRIBES”
2018 BOTTOMS

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A2012 QUINN

N/AN/AN/AN/A

“LANGUAGE
GROUPS” YidinjdjiDjabuganjdji Kuku-yalanji

“LANGUAGE
GROUPS” YidinjdjiDjabuganjdji Kuku-yalanji

Kuku-yalanji

“DIALECTS &
CLANS” Yidinjdji

“DIALECT/ LOCAL
GROUP/ TRIBE” BulwayYirgayDja:bugay Yidinj Gungay Yalanji MuluridyiNgaygun

Djabugay

1991 PATZ
“DIALECTS” YidinjdjiDjabugay

1999 BOTTOMS

“Yidiny Speakers”“Djabugay Speakers”

“Djabugay Speakers”

“SPEAKERS”
“DIALECTS &

CLANS”

“DIALECTS”
“LANGUAGE”

1996 HORTON,
“AIATSIS Map”,
source HALE1970

AIATSIS Map Disclaimer: It is not suitable for native title or other land claims.
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1967 Referendum - *Too many “Tindale Tribes” to settle upcoming Native Title,
Canadian Linguist Hale hired in to create first version of “Language Groups” map

to simplify and define “Who Speaks for Country”


