
Message Stick from Willie Brim
1916 Just over one hundred years ago, my great 
grandfather Tji Auwin (Toby Brim 1867-1941) and 
all surviving Bama families (Rainforest tribes) were 
forcibly removed from their Bama Bulmba 
(Rainforest homelands) and incarcerated at Mona 
Mona and Yarrabah Missions. Please know that we 
fought to the death for these lands and waters, our 
culture, our children.  140 years of “colonialism” 
has devastated the ancient Gondwana rainforest 
and wildlife corridor sanctuaries, now stripped of 
precious old-growth species for generations of 
human pro�t.

Ngunbay (Place of the Platypus, Kuranda) is our 
rainforest home. We love its creatures. We love the 
mountains. We love our insects. We love our trees. 
We love our fungus. We love our waters. We love 
the sounds of nature. We love each other. �at’s 
why we are all here in Kuranda supporting each 
other and the love for this land. Today, we all share 
this common belief like the �rst Aboriginal 
Rainforest People, the Djabuganydji, Buluwanydji, 
Yirrgandydji, Gunggandydji, Yidinydji, Madjanyd-
ji, Ngadjanydji, Mbararam, Muluridji and Kuku 
Yalanji.

Bundarra, the Cassowary, is the Creator of All Life.  
For us, the spirit of the cassowary rises here in 
Kuranda. �e cassowary is one of the world’s 
oldest living creatures, before humans walked the 
Earth, and we should be blessed to have that 
sitting right in our backyards and as a spiritual 
token of this area.

Our voices are important on this country. It’s our 
children who will live, learn and grow here. We 
live in one of the most unique places on the planet 
and if we don’t protect it the best way we can we 
will lose it.  �is place is nothing without its 
nature. And it will be nothing if our Kuranda 
community, or tribe as I like to call it, don’t �nd 
new ways to deal with old problems. Deforestation 
can never be the answer here. What will this 
generation leave the children of the future?                       

May Bulurru bless us all.
We welcome you in peace to Buluwai country.

Ngunbay Willie Brim
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